
2023-2024 Sunday Catechism (CCD)
Our Class Offerings 

Meet the St. Lawrence Parish Teachers
ELEMENTARY GRADES

•	 Kindergarten: This class will provide a nurturing environment that introduces young children to God: how to know, love, 
and serve Him. 

Teacher: Mary Zambito. Mary has 30+ years in early childhood education, both kindergarten and preschool, as 
teacher and/or director, in Catholic and other schools (always teaching the Catholic faith though!). She has Private 
Schools Certification to teach preschool and kindergarten and a BS in Child Development from the University of 
Pittsburgh. She and her husband have 7 children and 10 grandchildren.

•	 Grade 1: Bible History – The primary text is My Father and Mother on Earth and in Heaven: Our Holy Faith Series. Ele-
mentary catechisms and the Catholic Children’s Bilble supplement the text.

Teacher: Mary Ann Schleihauf. Mary Ann is a certified elementary education teacher with a background teach-
ing religious education.

•	 Grade 2: Preparation for First Penance and First Holy Communion (age 7 by the first day of class) - All children mak-
ing their First Penance and First Holy Communion must be a part of this class. There will be two exams with a priest 
in the spring—one before First Confession and one before First Communion. The children must be 7 years of age by 
the first day of class. Parents of children who turn 7 after the first day of class may request Fr. Smith to interview their 
child for admission to the class as an exception. This year’s First Communion will take place on Sunday, June 2nd 2024. 
Please have your First Communicant join the Parish procession in their nice First Communion attire. The text used is 
The New Saint Joseph First Communion Catechism. All material for the exams will be taken from this book.

Teacher: Daniel Jones. Daniel is in his 19th year of teaching for Frederick County Public Schools in Maryland.  
He currently teaches high school and middle school students in Math at the alternative placement school for the 
county.  Part of his experience includes 11 years of elementary school teaching.  He also worked with inmates at 
SCI Camp Hill on job seeking skills prior to their transfer back to civilian life. Daniel holds a BS in Elementary 
Education from Mount St. Mary’s University, a Master’s Degree in Curriculum and Instruction for Elementary 
Science and Math from Hood College, and a Maryland certification for teaching elementary grades, and secondary 
mathematics.

•	 Grade 3: Post Communion Class I - This class is intended for those children who have recently made their First Com-
munion. This is year 1 of a two-year class. The material will be geared towards post-Communion students continuing 
catechetical studies. The textbook used is The New Saint Joseph Baltimore Catechism, Vol. 1.

Teacher: Eric Anton. Eric has taught CCD for five years both at St. Lawrence and his previous parish, St. Dom-
nic’s in Colorado Springs, CO. He has many years of practical experience teaching, while in the Army, serving the 
homeless, and being a Cub Scout leader.

•	 Grade 4: Post Communion Class II - This class is intended for those children who have made their First Communion over 
a year ago. This is year 2 of a two-year class. The material will be geared towards post-Communion students continuing 
catechetical studies. The textbook used is The New Saint Joseph Baltimore Catechism, Vol. 1.

Teacher: Art O’Dea. Art has faithfully volunteered at Mater Dei and St. Lawrence for years, most recently assisting 
with the 4th grade as the teacher’s aide for the Post Communion class and then as the primary instructor last year. 

•	 Grade 5: Holy Sacrifice of the Mass Class I - This is the first-year class of a two-year program. This class introduces the 
student to the parts and prayers of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and familiarizes them to the worship space and sacred 
objects. The book that is being used is entitled Know Your Mass, by Father Manousos and Father Burbank.

Teacher: Brian Smith. Brian has been at Mater Dei since 2017. He is married with seven children. He is the 
managing editor of the Press Enterprise in Bloomsburg. Brian is versed in Latin and taught the 5th grade class last 
year. 







•	 Grade 6: Holy Sacrifice of the Mass Class II - This is the second-year class of a two-year program. This class executes 
a more thorough investigation into all the parts and prayers of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass in addition to vessels, 
vestments, altar, sacristy, etc. The book that is being used is titled The Latin Mass Explained. 

Teacher: Ivona Mikulic. Ivona will be entering her 3rd year teaching CCD classes. She has a bachelor’s degree 
from Saint Francis University and a Masters in prosthetics & orthotics from the University of Pittsburgh. She cur-
rently works as a certified Orthotist/Prosthetist.

UPPER LEVEL

The upper-division classes begin with broader themes, but become more specific as the student progresses through the curriculum. 
The basis for faith, public worship, morality, and prayer is the focus of these classes.

•	 Grade 7: Chief Theoretical and Practical Doctrines of the Faith – This class will delve into how we understand the 
doctrines of our faith and how we apply these understandings in our daily lives. The text for this class is from Fr. Laux’s 
Chief Truths of the Faith.

Teacher: Michael Serpiello. Michael has taught CCD at grade 5 at four different parishes over multiple years 
and grade 4 most recently in 2014 at St. Patrick’s in York. He has a Bachelor of Arts degree in Theology & Phi-
losophy from Holy Apostles College and Seminary (2020).

•	 Grade 8: Preparation for Confirmation.  All children making their Confirmation must be a part of this class. This one-
year class is intended to help and supplement parents in the preparation of their children for the Sacrament of Confirma-
tion. Students must be 13 years old by the time of reception. The required text used is entitled The New Confraternity 
Revised Baltimore Catechism #3, by Rev. Francis J. Connell, Seton Press (all questions and answers are the same as 
Baltimore Catechism III). We plan to have Confirmations at St. Lawrence take place in the Spring/Summer of 2024. All 
material for the exams comes from the required text, which replicates Baltimore Catechism III’s questions and answers. 

Teacher: Jim Fair. James (Jim) has taught Religious Education for High School students for 15 years. Specifi-
cally, he has taught: Sacred Scripture, Morality, Church History, Apologetics, Philosophy, as well as Mathematics 
(Algebra, Geometry, & Pre-Calculus). He holds a PA Secondary Teaching Certification for Mathematics and also 
holds an M.A. in Theology from the Augustine Institute (including many credits in Philosophy and Theology from 
St. Vincent Seminary, Latrobe, PA).

•	 Grade 9: Mass and the Sacraments –This class will help students to acquire a fuller, more profound grasp of the gift of 
our Catholic faith by studying the means of grace.  Topics will include the scriptural basis for each sacrament, the matter 
and form of each, the development of doctrine, and the effects of the sacrament on the soul. The text for this class will 
be The Means of Grace: The Sacraments, The Sacrifice of the Mass, Sacramentals, and Indulgences by Fr. John Laux.

Teacher: Todd Caine. Todd has taught English as a Second Language, German, Musicology, and given innu-
merable music lessons in the past as well as serving as master in the master/apprenticeship relationship in the 
organ-building shop. His most valued teaching experience comes from The School of Real Life, of which he 
professes he has not yet graduated.

•	 Grade 10: History of the Catholic Church – This class will examine the history of the Catholic Church from its Old 
Testament roots, to its foundation by Jesus Christ and its subsequent 2,000 years of growth. The text for this class will 
be Fr. Orlandis’ A Short History of the Catholic Church.

Teacher: Phillip Cuccia. Phillip has been a college professor of History for over 5 years and he taught History at 
a Catholic Boys’ High School in France for two summers and Church History at St. Lawrence last year. He holds a 
Ph.D. in European History, a Master’s in International Security from Sapienza University in Rome and is currently 
working on a Master’s in Theology at Augustine Institute online. He also is a graduate of the U.S. Military Academy 
at West Point, where he also later taught as a prophessor of military history. Phillip is the parish’s volunteer director of 
religious education, helping the priests to organize our program.

•	 Grades 11 and 12. Catholic Morality – This class will deal with the theory and practice of making moral decisions 
based on a true Catholic identity. The texts for this class are Fr. Laux’s Catholic Morality, Veritatis Splendor, and the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church.

Teacher: Lauren Zelesky. Lauren is a professional school teacher that has taught English and Social Studies at the 
11th and 12th level for seven years. She has a minor degree in Theology.

The 11/12 grade Class is a capstone course that will arm our graduates with the practical and expository skills needed to navigate 
the modern world.

If you would like to be assist with the program as a substitute or hall monitor, please contact Fr. Smith at: pastor@stlawrence.cc


